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Question: 1 
   
Which of the following would the PACU nurse not assess to determine the postoperative patient’s 
circulation? 
 
A. The pulse oximetry 
B. The skin color of the patient. 
C. The cardiac monitor 
D. The respiratory rate 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
*In the postoperative setting, the PACU (Post-Anesthesia Care Unit) nurse plays a crucial role in 
monitoring the patient's recovery from anesthesia and surgery. To ensure the patient's well-being, the 
nurse must assess various physiological parameters, including indicators of both respiratory and 
circulatory function. However, it's important to differentiate between the assessments that pertain to 
respiratory function versus those that determine circulatory status. * 
*Among the options provided—pulse oximetry, skin color, cardiac monitor, and respiratory rate—the 
one that does not directly assess circulation is the respiratory rate. The respiratory rate is a vital sign 
that indicates how many breaths a person takes per minute. This measurement is crucial in assessing 
respiratory function but does not directly provide information about the circulatory system. * 
*Conversely, pulse oximetry, skin color, and the use of a cardiac monitor are directly related to assessing 
circulation: - **Pulse Oximetry:** This non-invasive method measures the saturation of oxygen in the 
blood, which is critical for determining how effectively oxygen is being transported throughout the body, 
a key aspect of circulatory function. - **Skin Color:** Observations of skin color can indicate circulatory 
status; for example, pale or blue skin (cyanosis) may suggest poor blood flow or inadequate oxygenation 
in the blood. - **Cardiac Monitor:** This device tracks the electrical activity of the heart and provides 
information about heart rate and rhythm, both of which are essential indicators of circulatory health. * 
*Therefore, while respiratory rate is an essential measure and provides valuable information about a 
patient's respiratory status, it does not directly assess circulation. In contrast, pulse oximetry, 
observations of skin color, and cardiac monitoring are pivotal for evaluating the circulatory system in a 
postoperative patient. These assessments help the PACU nurse to detect potential complications early 
and to ensure that interventions are timely and effective in promoting recovery and preventing adverse 
outcomes. 

Question: 2 
   
The principle of nursing which says that nurses should always live up to their promises and agreements 
is known as which of the following? 
 
A. Veracity. 
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B. Fidelity. 
C. Beneficence. 
D. Justice. 
 

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
The correct answer to the question is Fidelity. Fidelity, in the context of nursing ethics, refers to the 
principle that nurses should be faithful to the commitments and promises they make to their patients. 
This ethical principle emphasizes the importance of maintaining trust and reliability in the nurse-patient 
relationship. 
Fidelity involves several key responsibilities for nurses. Firstly, it requires nurses to keep their promises 
or agreements made with patients. This could range from simple commitments about the timing of 
medication to more complex promises regarding the management of a patient's health care plan. 
Secondly, fidelity means not making promises that cannot be reasonably kept. Unrealistic promises can 
lead to disappointment or mistrust, which can adversely affect the therapeutic relationship and overall 
patient care. 
Upholding fidelity also implies respecting the confidentiality of the patient and advocating for their best 
interests, even when it might be challenging to do so. It requires a consistent and reliable approach to 
patient care, ensuring that actions align with what has been communicated and agreed upon. 
The principle of fidelity is deeply interconnected with other ethical principles in nursing, such as 
beneficence (promoting the well-being of patients) and non-maleficence (avoiding harm to patients). By 
being faithful to their promises, nurses not only demonstrate respect and integrity but also contribute to 
a positive and supportive environment that enhances patient healing and well-being. 
In summary, fidelity in nursing is crucial for building and maintaining a trusting relationship with 
patients. It involves keeping promises, avoiding making unrealistic commitments, and always acting with 
integrity and respect towards the patient's needs and well-being. By adhering to this principle, nurses 
play an essential role in the effective and ethical delivery of healthcare. 

Question: 3 
A third party entity which processes insurance claims for many different health insurance providers is 
known as which of the following? 
 
A. Authorized vendor. 
B. Clearinghouse. 
C. Covered processor. 
D. Authorized coder. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The correct answer to the question is "Clearinghouse." A clearinghouse in the context of health 
insurance is a third-party entity that processes insurance claims for various health insurance providers. 
This service is crucial as it helps facilitate the flow of information between healthcare providers and 
insurance payers. 
Clearinghouses serve as intermediaries that ensure that the data from a healthcare provider is correctly 
formatted and meets the specific requirements of the insurance payer. After receiving claims from 
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healthcare providers, clearinghouses check for errors and verify that the claims are compliant with 
federal and private payer regulations and standards. This process reduces the likelihood of claim 
rejection due to errors or incomplete information. 
Under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), clearinghouses are considered 
covered entities. This designation is important because it means they are obligated to protect the 
privacy and security of protected health information (PHI) just as healthcare providers and health plans 
are. Consequently, they must adhere to HIPAA regulations concerning the handling and sharing of PHI. 
One significant advantage of being a covered entity under HIPAA is that clearinghouses do not need to 
obtain separate authorization forms to access or process patient information for billing and operational 
purposes. This facilitates quicker processing and fewer administrative burdens, allowing for a more 
streamlined billing process that benefits providers, payers, and patients alike. 
In conclusion, clearinghouses play a vital role in the health insurance ecosystem by ensuring efficient, 
accurate, and compliant processing of insurance claims between healthcare providers and insurers. 
Their status as covered entities under HIPAA allows them to handle sensitive patient information with 
the necessary legal protections in place. 

Question: 4 
   
Identifying the actual or potential health problems as indicated by assessment data falls under which of 
the following Standards of Clinical Nursing Practice? 
 
A. evaluation 
B. implementation 
C. diagnosis 
D. planning 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The correct answer to the question is "diagnosis." This falls under one of the Standards of Clinical 
Nursing Practice which specifically involves the process of identifying actual or potential health 
problems based on the assessment data collected by the nurse. 
In clinical nursing practice, the diagnosis phase is crucial as it sets the foundation for subsequent patient 
care and intervention. It involves a thorough analysis of the assessment data gathered during the 
patient evaluation to identify any health issues that are present or could potentially develop. This is not 
just about recognizing diseases but also includes understanding the patient's responses to health 
problems, which may manifest as symptoms or changes in functional abilities. 
The diagnosis made by a nurse is integral to creating an effective care plan. It helps in prioritizing the 
medical issues that need immediate attention and in the planning of interventions that are tailored to 
address each identified problem. For instance, if a nurse diagnoses a patient with a high potential for 
falls based on their mobility assessment data, interventions can be planned accordingly to prevent falls, 
such as physical therapy for strength building and the installation of safety devices in the patient's living 
area. 
It's important to note that nursing diagnoses are different from medical diagnoses. A medical diagnosis 
identifies a disease based on its pathology, whereas a nursing diagnosis focuses on the patient's 
response to actual or potential health conditions and life processes. This can include anything from the 
ability to perform daily activities to the emotional and psychological responses to illness or recovery. 
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By correctly diagnosing and understanding both the health problems and patient's responses, nurses 
play an essential role in the healthcare team, contributing to holistic patient care that addresses not just 
the physical but also the emotional, social, and psychological aspects of health and illness. This standard 
of practice ensures that nursing care is comprehensive, evidence-based, and patient-centered. 

Question: 5 
   
Factors affecting the local healing of a wound include which of the following? 
 
A. Radiation, antiseptics, presence of drainage. 
B. Age, smoking, obesity. 
C. Corticosteroids, anemia, stress (emotional) 
D. Trauma, hypoxia, diabetes. 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
Factors affecting the healing of a wound can be complex and multifaceted, involving both systemic and 
local elements. Understanding these factors is crucial for effective wound management and optimizing 
the healing process. 
Local factors specifically refer to conditions directly influencing the wound site itself. These factors can 
significantly alter the healing rate and effectiveness of treatment interventions. Among these local 
factors are radiation, antiseptics, and the presence of drainage, each playing a distinct role in the healing 
process. 
Radiation, used primarily in cancer treatment, can impair wound healing. Radiation exposure damages 
the DNA in cells, which can lead to cell death or dysfunction. Additionally, radiation can decrease blood 
supply to the affected area by causing vascular injury, further impeding the healing process by reducing 
oxygen and nutrient delivery to the tissue. 
Antiseptics are commonly used to prevent infection by killing or inhibiting the growth of bacteria at the 
wound site. However, their application must be carefully managed. While essential for managing 
contamination, some antiseptics can be cytotoxic, meaning they can also damage or kill the cells 
involved in wound healing, such as fibroblasts and keratinocytes. This cytotoxicity can delay the healing 
process, particularly if antiseptics are used excessively or inappropriately. 
The presence of drainage, or exudate, from a wound can be both beneficial and detrimental. On the one 
hand, a certain amount of drainage is normal and can help flush out debris and bacteria from the 
wound, potentially preventing infection. On the other hand, excessive drainage can be a sign of infection 
or inflammation and can lead to moisture-associated skin damage. This moisture can macerate the skin 
surrounding the wound, potentially leading to further complications and delayed healing. 
In contrast to local factors, systemic factors involve the overall health or condition of the body and can 
include age, smoking, obesity, corticosteroids use, anemia, emotional stress, trauma, hypoxia, and 
diabetes. These factors affect the body's ability to respond to and heal wounds but do not directly 
interact with the wound environment itself. For example, smoking can impair oxygen delivery to tissues, 
obesity can strain the skin and reduce blood flow, and diabetes can impair immune function and 
circulation. 
Understanding the distinction between local and systemic factors is essential for healthcare providers to 
tailor treatment strategies that address both the specific conditions at the wound site and the overall 
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health of the patient. Effective wound management often requires a comprehensive approach that 
considers all relevant factors to promote healing and prevent complications. 

Question: 6 
   
Respiratory therapy is 
 
A. The treatment of muscular disorders. 
B. The treatment of nervous system disorders. 
C. The evaluation and treatment of cardio-respiratory disorders. 
D. The evaluation of all organs. 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
Respiratory therapy is a specialized medical field focused on the evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment of 
breathing disorders, including those that affect the lungs and other components of the cardiopulmonary 
system. This field is critical for individuals suffering from chronic respiratory diseases like asthma, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and pulmonary fibrosis, as well as acute health issues 
such as pneumonia, trauma, and post-operative respiratory complications. 
Respiratory therapists, who are key members of the healthcare team, work closely with physicians, 
nurses, and other healthcare professionals to provide care tailored to individual patient needs. Their 
expertise is not limited to managing ventilators and administering inhalants; they also play a crucial role 
in emergency rooms, guiding life-saving interventions during critical care situations. As part of their 
routine functions, they perform assessments and monitor the respiratory care of patients, including 
conducting physical examinations and testing lung capacity. 
Furthermore, respiratory therapists are involved in the therapeutic treatment of patients. This can 
include administering medications, performing chest physiotherapy to help clear airway passages, and 
educating patients on how to manage their conditions effectively. They are also instrumental in the 
rehabilitation of patients recovering from cardiopulmonary disorders through guided exercises and 
respiratory therapies that improve lung function. 
The educational pathway for becoming a respiratory therapist typically includes completing a dedicated 
respiratory therapy program at an accredited institution, which may offer degrees at the associate or 
bachelor’s level. Advanced practice may require master’s level education. Upon completing their 
education, respiratory therapists must pass a national board certifying examination to practice 
professionally. Continuing education is essential for maintaining certification and staying current with 
medical advancements. 
In conclusion, respiratory therapy is a vital medical field dedicated to the assessment and management 
of patients with cardio-respiratory disorders. As part of the allied health professionals group, respiratory 
therapists are essential in both acute and chronic aspects of respiratory care, contributing significantly 
to the overall health and well-being of their patients. Their role is complex, requiring a solid foundation 
in health science, patient management, and therapeutic techniques. 

Question: 7 
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An instrument which can be used for applying an even diffusion of powder to the throat, nose or ear 
would be considered which of the following? 
 
A. Fine blower 
B. Particle blower 
C. Powder blower 
D. None of the above 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The correct answer to the question is "Powder blower." A powder blower is a medical instrument 
specifically designed to deliver a fine, even diffusion of powdered medication or treatment to various 
parts of the body, such as the throat, nose, or ear. 
Powder blowers are particularly useful in medical settings for administering medications directly to the 
targeted areas with minimal waste and maximum coverage. This type of application is crucial for 
treatments involving the ear, where precision is necessary to avoid damaging sensitive structures, or the 
nasal passages and throat, where topical application needs to be as even as possible to ensure 
effectiveness. 
The design of a powder blower typically includes a reservoir to hold the powder and a mechanism, often 
manually operated by a bulb or a trigger, to propel the powder out in a controlled, gentle stream. This 
allows healthcare providers to target the treatment area accurately and distribute the powder evenly, 
ensuring that the entire surface area receives medication. 
In contrast, the other options listed, such as "Fine blower" and "Particle blower," are less specific and 
not commonly used terms in medical contexts for the application described. These terms might refer to 
devices used in other technical or industrial applications where fine particles need to be blown or 
dispersed, but they do not specifically align with the medical application of applying powders to body 
cavities. 
Therefore, "Powder blower" is the best answer, as it directly refers to the device intended for medical 
use in applying powders to sensitive areas like the throat, nose, and ears in a controlled and effective 
manner. 

Question: 8 
   
A recovering patient indicates he is feeling only negligible pain in the site of his epidural injection. On 
the Numeric Pain Intensity Scale, the patient's pain score is a: 
 
A. 1 - 2. 
B. 3 - 5. 
C. 6 - 7. 
D. 8 - 10. 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
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The correct answer to the question is 1 - 2. This is based on the Numeric Pain Intensity Scale, which 
ranges from 0 to 10, where 0 represents no pain at all and 10 signifies the worst possible pain. In this 
scenario, the patient mentions only experiencing "negligible" pain at the site of the epidural injection. 
The term "negligible" in the context of pain generally refers to pain that is so minor that it doesn't 
significantly interfere with one’s daily activities and requires little to no medication for pain relief. On 
the Numeric Pain Intensity Scale, a negligible level of pain would typically be rated between 1 and 2. This 
range indicates that the pain is present but is very mild and hardly noticeable, which aligns with the 
patient’s description of their pain. 
Therefore, understanding the Numeric Pain Intensity Scale helps in accurately assessing and managing a 
patient's pain levels. For healthcare providers, ensuring a precise evaluation of pain using such scales is 
crucial for effective pain management and enhancing patient comfort during recovery. Thus, when a 
patient reports their pain as negligible, assigning a score of 1 - 2 on the Numeric Pain Intensity Scale is 
appropriate and reflects an accurate measure of their pain experience. 

Question: 9 
   
A patient is being treated for high cholesterol and has been given an RX to bring it down. But the patient 
asks the nurse what other medicines could be beneficial. Which of the following is a medicine the nurse 
can suggest to benefit the patient? 
 
A. Vitamin C. 
B. Fish oil supplements. 
C. Chromium. 
D. Iron. 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
When discussing supplementary options for managing high cholesterol alongside prescription 
medications, it is important to consider the benefits of certain over-the-counter products. A nurse may 
recommend fish oil supplements as an effective choice for such patients. 
Fish oil supplements are known for their high content of omega-3 fatty acids, particularly EPA 
(eicosapentaenoic acid) and DHA (docosahexaenoic acid). These omega-3 fats are essential because the 
body cannot produce them; they must be acquired through diet or supplements. Research has shown 
that omega-3 fatty acids help reduce overall cholesterol levels, particularly triglycerides, which are a 
type of fat found in the blood. 
Moreover, omega-3 fatty acids are linked to a variety of cardiovascular benefits. They help in reducing 
inflammation throughout the body, which can lower the risk of heart disease. Additionally, they can 
improve endothelial function, which enhances blood flow and cardiac health. This is particularly 
important for patients dealing with high cholesterol, as they are at an increased risk for cardiovascular 
diseases. 
Furthermore, fish oil supplements have been shown to have a positive effect on reducing the likelihood 
of arrhythmias—irregular heartbeats that can lead to sudden death. They also help to slightly lower 
blood pressure, another critical factor in maintaining heart health. 
It is generally safe to take fish oil supplements with other prescription and over-the-counter 
medications, but it is always advisable for patients to discuss any new supplements with their healthcare 
provider to ensure there are no interactions with existing medications. 
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In summary, when a patient with high cholesterol inquires about additional beneficial medicines, fish oil 
supplements can be a commendable suggestion due to their multiple cardiovascular benefits, ability to 
lower triglyceride levels, and general safety profile when used alongside other medications. 

Question: 10 
   
The job of a risk manager is which of the following? 
 
A. identify risks 
B. analyze risks 
C. evaluate risks 
D. all of the above 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
The job of a risk manager encompasses a variety of tasks aimed at identifying, analyzing, and evaluating 
risks within an organization, particularly in health care settings where the stakes involve patient safety 
and organizational liability. Below, we detail the significance of each component of a risk manager's role. 
**Identify Risks:** The primary step in risk management involves identifying potential risks before they 
materialize into actual problems. In a health care institution, this could include anything from potential 
hazards that could cause patient accidents, to procedural risks that might compromise patient care or 
violate regulations. Identifying risks is crucial because it sets the stage for proactive measures, rather 
than reactive responses after an incident occurs. 
**Analyze Risks:** Once risks are identified, the next step is to analyze them in terms of their potential 
impact and the likelihood of their occurrence. This analysis helps in understanding which risks are more 
significant and therefore require more immediate attention or stronger preventive strategies. In health 
care, this might involve statistical analysis of incident reports, patient feedback, and other relevant data. 
This step is critical for prioritizing risk management efforts and allocating resources effectively. 
**Evaluate Risks:** Evaluation of risks involves a detailed assessment of the current strategies in place 
to manage identified risks, determining their effectiveness, and making decisions on the need for 
additional controls or adjustments in existing procedures. This ongoing process ensures that the risk 
management strategies are robust and continue to protect the institution from potential threats. 
Evaluation also includes reviewing the legal and regulatory compliance aspects of risk management to 
ensure that the institution remains in good standing. 
**Formulate Plans:** Based on the identification, analysis, and evaluation of risks, risk managers then 
formulate comprehensive plans aimed at mitigating these risks. This can include developing new 
policies, enhancing communication protocols, training staff on new procedures, or implementing new 
technologies designed to improve safety and compliance. The goal is to decrease both the frequency 
and severity of accidents and injuries, as well as to control and minimize liability for the institution. 
Each of these responsibilities—identifying, analyzing, evaluating risks, and formulating plans—are 
interconnected and vital to the institution's risk management strategy. They collectively aim to prevent 
accidents and injuries, which is paramount in maintaining the safety of patients and the integrity of the 
health care facility. Thus, when asked about the job of a risk manager, "all of the above" is the correct 
answer as it encapsulates the comprehensive role these professionals play in safeguarding against 
various risks within health care environments. 
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