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Question: 1 
   
The reference to tree trunks shows that 
 
A. Hal's legs were brown 
B. Hal's wore pants the color of bark 
C. Hal's legs were very large 
D. Hal's skin was wrinkled 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The passage describes Hal as a very large man suited to contact sports, and this metaphor 
indicates that he had massive legs the size of tree trunks. 

Question: 2 
   
The passage describes Hal as moving on cat's feet. This means that 
 
A. he had fur-lined shoes 
B. he moved very quietly 
C. he was disguised 
D. he moved on all fours 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
Cats are known to move very quietly. Here, Hal's massive size is being contrasted with his 
ability to move as quietly as a cat. 

Question: 3 
   
What is the author's tone? 
 
A. The author's tone is optimistic. 
B. The author's tone is pessimistic. 
C. The author's tone is matter-of-fact. 
D. The author's tone is angry. 
 

Answer: C     
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Explanation: 
The author states what he believes to be the current state of the planet's environment and 
makes practical suggestions for making better use of its resources in the future, so choice C is 
correct. The author does not express expectations for improvement or regression, nor does the 
author condemn, complain, or make accusations in his descriptions. 

Question: 4 
   
Why does the author say it is important to buy locally grown food? 
 
A. Buying locally grown food supports people in your community. 
B. Locally grown food travels the least distance to reach you and therefore uses fewer resources. 
C. Locally grown food uses less packaging. 
D. Locally grown food is healthier for you because it has been exposed to fewer pesticides. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
As the passage states: "Locally grown food and other products manufactured within your 
community are the best choices. The fewer miles a product traveled to reach you, the fewer 
resources it required." This is summarized by choice B. The passage does not mention whether 
buying locally grown food supports community members, uses less packaging or is healthier to eat, 
so choices C, and D are incorrect. 

Question: 5 
   
What does the author imply will happen if people do not follow his suggestions? 
 
A. The author implies we will run out of resources in the next 10 years. 
B. The author implies water and energy prices will rise sharply in the near future. 
C. The author implies global warming and the depletion of natural resources will continue. 
D. The author implies local farmers will lose their farms. 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The author describes global warming and the depletion of natural resources as constant 
threats and makes suggestions that can slow or prevent the effects of these threats. This implies 
that if the author's suggestions are not followed, then these threats will continue. The author does 
not mention running out of resources in a specific time period, the cost of water and energy, or the 
possibility of hardship for local farmers. 

Question: 6 
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What is the best definition of the underlined word in the selection below, taken from the third 
paragraph of the passage? 
You should try to be aware of your consumption of water and energy. 
 
A. Using the greatest amount 
B. Illness of the lungs 
C. Using the least amount 
D. Depletion of goods 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
The passage states: "You should try to be aware of your consumption of water and energy." 
The passage then gives examples for decreasing one's use of water and energy. The contexts of 
these sentences indicate that consumption means the depletion of goods. The passage instructs 
readers to be aware of their consumption of water and energy, but it does not suggest anything 
about using the greatest or least amount of water and energy. There also is no information about an 
illness of the lungs in the passage, so consumption does not refer to lung disease in this context. 

Question: 7 
   
Which of the following is one way the author specifies that a person can try to be aware of their 
consumption of water and energy? 
 
A. Food that remains on your plate is a wasted resource, and you can always go back for a second 
helping. 
B. Locally grown food and other products manufactured within your community are the best choices. 
C. Don't leave appliances or chargers plugged in when not in use. 
D. Participation begins with our everyday choices. 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
To reduce water and energy, the author suggests that the reader turn off the water when 
brushing his or her teeth, limit showers to five minutes, turn off lights, and unplug appliances and 
chargers that are not being used. Choice C includes an item from this list, so it is correct. Choices A 
and B are statements related to conserving other types of resources, and choice D is a statement 
that applies to general conservation practices. 

Question: 8 
   
Which best expresses one main idea that Dickens wanted readers to realize from this introduction? 
 
A. That everything could seem to be best or worst according to individual perceptions 
B. That the past described was so identical to the present they were indistinguishable 
C. That the past and present both had equal balances of good/light and evil/darkness 
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D. That the extremities of good and bad described were imagined by the "authorities" 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
Charles Dickens used a series of opposites to convey the idea that the period described 
involved conflicts between extremes of positive and negative, matched so equally that neither could 
win. He also introduced the tension of such conflicts around which the novel revolves—of love vs. 
hate and family vs. oppression. He was not ascribing all the contrasts to personal subjectivity (A), 
saying in comparing the past and present that they could not be separated (B), or attributing the 
extremes to the imagination of its most vocal experts. 

Question: 9 
   
Of the following statements, which accurately describe(s) textual evidence of Dickens's techniques and 
their effects? 
 
A. The even rhythm and use of anaphora reinforce the ideas of equal and opposing forces. 
B. The presentation of multiple opposites introduces a main "doubles" motif and structure. 
C. The author's use of anastrophe together with rhythm emphasizes contrasting opposites. 
D. The statements in (a) and (b) are both accurate, but the statement in (c) makes an error. 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
In the excerpt in question, Dickens makes ample use of anaphora, which is repeating the same 
phrase to start contiguous clauses ("it was the age„. it was the it was the it was the 
epoch„. it was the season... it was the season.„ we had„. we were all... we were all'). The use of 
anaphora, combined with an even rhythm, introduces and emphasizes the concept of equally, 
opposing forces. Additionally, the opposites introduce a pivotal "doubles" motif and structure— 
Sydney Carton and Charles Darnay, London and Paris, Miss Pross and Mme. Defarge, etc. This 
introduction uses anaphora, NOT anastrophe (C), which reverses adjective-noun order to noun- 
adjective (e.g., "ocean blue," "time immemorial," "trials unending," etc.). 

Question: 10 
   
Among the following, which pair most represents the use of figurative meanings? 
 
A. Wisdom and foolishness 
B. Belief and incredulity 
C. Light and darkness 
D. Hope and despair 
 

Answer: C     
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Explanation: 
In the sense that Charles Dickens uses them here, light and darkness do not literally mean 
physical illumination or its absence, but figuratively symbolize good and evil, knowledge and 
ignorance, happiness and unhappiness, hope and despair, etc. The other three choices are all words 
chosen for their literal meanings. 
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