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Question: 1 
   
Which of the following is the isolation technique that provides a barrier for the highest level of infection 
control? 
 
A. high volume evacuation and cotton rolls 
B. saliva ejector and dry angles 
C. high volume evacuation and dry angles 
D. dental dam and high volume evacuation 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
Among the listed options for achieving the highest level of infection control in dental procedures, the 
combination of a dental dam and high volume evacuation stands out as the most effective barrier 
technique. This combination is specifically designed to minimize the risk of infection by effectively 
controlling both solid and aerosolized contaminants during dental treatments. 
The dental dam is a small, square sheet, usually made of latex or silicone, which is used to isolate the 
specific teeth being worked on from the rest of the mouth. This isolation is crucial as it helps to block the 
entry of saliva from the oral cavity into the treatment area. Saliva can carry various microorganisms that 
could potentially lead to infections. By confining the treatment area, the dental dam not only reduces 
the microbial load but also improves the visibility and accessibility for the dentist.  
High volume evacuation (HVE) refers to the use of a powerful suction device that captures and removes 
airborne particles, aerosols, and debris created during dental procedures, especially when using high-
speed handpieces. These aerosols can contain bacteria, viruses, and other pathogens, which are capable 
of lingering in the air for hours and can be inhaled by both the dental professional and the patient, 
leading to possible infections. 
The synergistic use of both the dental dam and high volume evacuation provides a dual barrier. The 
dental dam physically blocks saliva and direct microbial contamination, while the high volume 
evacuation system efficiently removes airborne contaminants, significantly reducing the overall 
microbial count in the treatment area. This combination ensures a cleaner and safer environment, not 
only protecting the patient's mouth from cross-contamination but also safeguarding the dental staff 
from potentially infectious aerosols. 
In conclusion, for dental procedures requiring the highest level of infection control, especially during 
invasive treatments where aerosol generation is significant, the combination of a dental dam and high 
volume evacuation is the recommended choice. This approach maximizes patient and staff safety by 
effectively managing both direct and airborne contaminants. 

Question: 2 
   
A Cogswell Surgical Suction has a mechanism of action that is different than other surgical suctions. 
Which of the following BEST describes that action? 
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A. It has a vacuum relief hole that controls the strength of the suction by covering and uncovering the 
relieve hole with fingertip.  
B. It has a removable stylet to clear suction tips of bone and tooth fragments.  
C. It is excellent for picking up small fragments of tooth 
D. It helps to keep the mouth open during extensive surgical procedures 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
The Cogswell Surgical Suction device has a unique feature that sets it apart from other surgical suction 
tools. The key characteristic of this device is its vacuum relief hole, which plays a crucial role in 
controlling the suction power during surgical procedures. This adjustable mechanism allows the user, 
typically a surgeon or dental professional, to manually regulate the intensity of the suction by simply 
covering or uncovering the relief hole with a fingertip. 
In practice, this feature provides significant advantages. Firstly, it offers the surgeon precise control over 
the suction level, which can be crucial during delicate operations where too much suction could damage 
tissues or too little could fail to clear the surgical site effectively. By adjusting their finger placement 
over the hole, the surgeon can instantly increase or decrease the suction force as needed. 
This method of adjustment is not only effective but also intuitive and easy to use, allowing for quick 
changes in suction without interrupting the flow of the procedure. Additionally, the ability to control 
suction in this way reduces the need for multiple tools with varying suction strengths, streamlining the 
surgical process and reducing tool clutter. 
Moreover, the Cogswell Surgical Suction is particularly useful in fields such as dentistry or oral surgery. 
For example, the device's capability to pick up small fragments of bone or tooth efficiently, thanks to its 
finely controlled suction, makes it an excellent tool for these precise and often intricate procedures. 
In conclusion, the Cogswell Surgical Suction distinguishes itself from other suction devices with its 
vacuum relief hole controlled by the fingertip. This design not only ensures tailored suction strength for 
different surgical needs but also enhances the overall efficiency and safety of surgical operations. 

Question: 3 
   
Which of the following is a TRUE statement regarding the High-Volume Evacuator tip? 
 
A. Should only be held at the corner of the mouth to prevent the accidental suction of the tongue or 
cheek.  
B. Should only be used when the saliva ejector is in the patients hand.  
C. Is utilized during the polishing procedure to remove excess prophy paste.  
D. Is utilized effectively with the pen grasp and the thumb to nose grasp.  
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
The High-Volume Evacuator (HVE) tip is a critical tool used in dental procedures to efficiently remove 
saliva, blood, debris, and water from the patient's mouth, thereby maintaining a dry and clear operative 
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field. Understanding the correct handling and application of the HVE tip is essential for both safety and 
effectiveness. Here's an expanded explanation of the correct statement regarding the use of the HVE 
tip: 
The statement that is TRUE regarding the High-Volume Evacuator tip is: "Is utilized effectively with the 
pen grasp and the thumb to nose grasp. The pen grasp of the HVE is utilized when the dentist is working 
in the anterior region of the mouth and the thumb to nose grasp is utilized when the assistant needs to 
retract the tongue or the cheek when the dentist is working in the posterior region of the oral cavity." 
This statement accurately describes the versatility and the specific techniques for holding the HVE tip, 
which are critical for its effective use. 
The "pen grasp" is similar to the way one might hold a writing instrument. This grasp provides precise 
control and is typically used when the dentist or dental assistant needs to work on the front (anterior) 
teeth. The pen grasp allows for delicate maneuvering and precise suction in these more visible and often 
more constricted areas. 
On the other hand, the "thumb to nose grasp" involves holding the HVE tip with the thumb extended 
towards the nose, providing a broader range of motion and greater stability. This technique is 
particularly useful when working on the back (posterior) teeth or when larger movements are needed. It 
is also beneficial for retracting and protecting the tongue or cheek from being suctioned inadvertently, 
which can be crucial when accessing hard-to-reach areas. 
These techniques highlight the importance of proper training and skill in handling dental equipment. 
Mastery of both grasps ensures that the dental team can effectively manage the oral cavity environment 
during various procedures, enhancing patient safety and comfort while maintaining efficiency in dental 
operations. 

Question: 4 
   
Which of the following is CORRECT in the description in the utilization of a wedge? 
 
A. A strip or band placed so as to serve as a retaining outer wall. 
B. A device used to provide the correct contour at the gingival edge when using a matrix.  
C. A locking mechanism that tightens the matrix into the cavity preparation.  
D. A device utilized to ensure that complete moisture isolation is maintained.  
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
To answer the question about the correct description of the utilization of a wedge, we need to 
understand what a wedge is and how it is used, particularly in the context of dentistry. A wedge in 
dentistry is a small, triangular-shaped tool that is used primarily in conjunction with a matrix band 
during the placement of dental restorations such as fillings. 
In restorative dentistry, when a tooth requires a filling, especially for cavities that are on the side of the 
tooth or involve the interproximal areas (the space between adjacent teeth), a matrix band is often 
used. The matrix band is a thin, flexible band that wraps around the tooth to form a temporary wall or 
"form" against which the dental filling material can be packed. The purpose of the matrix band is to 
recreate the natural shape of the tooth and to isolate the area to be filled from the neighboring teeth. 
However, simply placing the matrix band around the tooth is often not sufficient to ensure a tight and 
anatomically correct fit, particularly at the gingival edge—the part of the tooth nearest the gums. This is 
where the wedge comes into play. The wedge is inserted into the interproximal space from the lingual 
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side (tongue side) or the buccal side (cheek side) to push the matrix band tightly against the tooth. This 
tight fit helps in achieving the correct contour of the filling at the gingival edge, preventing overhangs of 
the filling material or gaps that could lead to new cavities or gingival irritation. 
The correct description of a wedge in the options provided is therefore: "A device used to provide the 
correct contour at the gingival edge when using a matrix band. When the matrix band is placed around 
the tooth, a wedge is needed to provide the correct contour at the gingival edge." 
The other descriptions provided in the options do not accurately represent the primary function or use 
of a dental wedge: - "A strip or band placed so as to serve as a retaining outer wall" could be confused 
with the function of the matrix band itself, not the wedge. - "A locking mechanism that tightens the 
matrix into the cavity preparation" is inaccurate as the wedge does not act as a locking mechanism; it 
simply provides lateral pressure. - "A device utilized to ensure that complete moisture isolation is 
maintained" is also incorrect. While a properly placed matrix and wedge can aid in moisture control, the 
primary purpose of the wedge is not to ensure moisture isolation; specific dental dams or other 
techniques are used for that purpose. 
In conclusion, understanding the role of the wedge in conjunction with the matrix band helps in 
appreciating how these tools contribute to achieving optimal results in dental restorations. The wedge is 
essential for ensuring that the matrix band conforms precisely to the natural contours of the tooth, 
particularly at the critical gingival edge, leading to better outcomes for dental fillings. 

Question: 5 
   
The placment of a triangular absorbent pad over the parotid duct opening is which of the following 
types of isolation? 
 
A. cotton roll 
B. dri-angle 
C. dental dam 
D. HVE 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The question pertains to the type of isolation employed in dental procedures when using a specific 
product known as a "Dri-Angle." The Dri-Angle is a triangular-shaped absorbent pad designed specifically 
for dental use. This pad is utilized in dental treatments to isolate the parotid duct, also known as 
Stenson's duct, which is located near the maxillary second molar in the mouth. The primary function of 
this pad is to absorb and control the flow of saliva from the parotid gland, thereby keeping the area dry 
during dental procedures. 
Isolation in dental procedures is crucial as it prevents contamination, manages moisture, and enhances 
visibility and access for the dentist. Various methods of isolation include the use of cotton rolls, dental 
dams, high-volume evacuators (HVE), and Dri-Angles, each serving specific purposes. 
The placement of a Dri-Angle specifically targets the kind of isolation where it is necessary to control 
saliva flow from the parotid duct. This is different from other types of isolation like: - **Cotton rolls**: 
generally used to isolate a smaller area and absorb less saliva. - **Dental dams**: used to isolate one or 
more teeth from the rest of the mouth, primarily for endodontic therapy or when moisture control is 
critical. - **High-Volume Evacuator (HVE)**: used to remove aerosols and debris from the treatment 
site, does not provide a barrier to saliva flow like the Dri-Angle. 
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Thus, the placement of a Dri-Angle specifically corresponds to a type of mechanical isolation where the 
objective is to block and absorb the saliva secretion effectively at its source near the maxillary second 
molar. This method is particularly effective in keeping the working area dry, thereby facilitating various 
dental procedures that require a dry field, such as the placement of dental restorations or sealants. 

Question: 6 
   
Which component of the Tofflemire matrix retainer should be positioned so that it is always positioned 
in the mouth facing the gingival tissues? 
 
A. open portion of the diagonal slot 
B. closed portion of the diagonal slot 
C. the contra angled edge 
D. all portions work the same way and can be placed in any way 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
The correct component of the Tofflemire matrix retainer that should be positioned so that it always 
faces the gingival tissues is the open portion of the diagonal slot. This specific orientation is crucial for 
the proper function of the matrix system during dental restorative procedures. 
The Tofflemire matrix retainer is a device used to hold a matrix band in place around a tooth. This setup 
is typically used when a dental practitioner is performing a restorative treatment, such as filling a cavity. 
The matrix band creates a temporary wall around the tooth, which helps in molding the filling material 
to the desired shape and confines it to the tooth structure. 
The diagonal slot in the Tofflemire retainer is designed to hold one end of the matrix band. This slot has 
an open portion and a closed portion. The open portion must face towards the gingival tissues—the 
tissues surrounding the base of the teeth. This orientation is essential as it allows the matrix band to be 
positioned closer to the base of the tooth, ensuring that the restoration can properly extend below the 
gum line if necessary. This helps in achieving a more natural contour of the filling, which is critical for 
both aesthetics and function. 
Positioning the open portion of the diagonal slot towards the gingival tissues also facilitates easier 
adjustment and tightening of the matrix band around the tooth. It ensures that the matrix band is snug 
and secure, which is vital for the success of the filling procedure, as any gap between the tooth and the 
matrix band could lead to a defective or weak restoration. 
In summary, the correct positioning of the open portion of the diagonal slot facing the gingival tissues is 
not arbitrary but a deliberate requirement. This setup helps achieve better adaptation of the matrix 
band at the gingival margin, which is key for successful dental restorations using the Tofflemire matrix 
system. 

Question: 7 
   
Which of the following Hepatitis viruses is considered to be a complication of the Hepatitis B virus? 
 
A. A 
B. C 
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C. D 
D. E 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The correct answer to the question is D, indicating that infection with Hepatitis D virus (HDV) is 
considered a complication of Hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection. This relationship is unique among the 
various types of hepatitis viruses due to the dependency of Hepatitis D on Hepatitis B for its replication 
and existence. 
Hepatitis D, also known as delta hepatitis, is caused by the Hepatitis D virus, which is a defective virus 
that cannot replicate on its own. It requires the presence of Hepatitis B virus in the host's body to 
provide necessary functions for its replication. HDV uses the surface antigen of HBV (HBsAg) to assemble 
its own virions, which are then able to infect liver cells and cause disease. 
The presence of HDV can worsen the severity of liver disease in individuals infected with HBV. Co-
infection with HBV and HDV can lead to more serious liver damage compared to infection with HBV 
alone. This can include a higher risk of developing fulminant hepatitis, a life-threatening condition 
characterized by rapid deterioration of liver function. Additionally, chronic HDV infection can accelerate 
the progression towards liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma. 
Clinically, managing Hepatitis D involves addressing the Hepatitis B infection, as controlling HBV also 
impacts the replication of HDV. The treatment may include antiviral medications that are effective 
against HBV, and in some cases, interferon therapy, which has been shown to reduce HDV levels. 
Therefore, understanding the relationship between HBV and HDV is crucial for the diagnosis, 
management, and treatment of infected individuals, particularly in regions where both viruses are 
endemic. Enhanced screening for HDV in patients already known to be infected with HBV is 
recommended to prevent complications and improve outcomes. 

Question: 8 
   
Which of the following viral hepatitis is NOT a blood borne virus? 
 
A. A 
B. B 
C. C 
D. D 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
Hepatitis A and E are known primarily as foodborne or waterborne illnesses. These types of hepatitis are 
typically spread through the ingestion of food or water that has been contaminated by feces from an 
infected individual. Common scenarios for transmission include consuming food handled by someone 
who has not properly washed their hands, or drinking water that has been contaminated with sewage. 
In contrast, these viruses are not typically transmitted through blood-to-blood contact, which is a 
defining characteristic of bloodborne pathogens. 
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On the other hand, Hepatitis B, C, and D are primarily bloodborne diseases. These viruses are most 
commonly transmitted through direct blood-to-blood contact. This can occur through various means 
such as the sharing of needles or syringes, unscreened blood transfusions, and sometimes from mother 
to child during childbirth. Healthcare settings also pose a risk for transmission if proper sterilization and 
infection control procedures are not followed. Additionally, these viruses can also be spread through 
other body fluids, but the risk is significantly higher with direct contact with infected blood. 
Therefore, when asked which hepatitis virus is not a bloodborne pathogen, the correct answer would be 
both Hepatitis A and E. Understanding the modes of transmission for these viruses is crucial for 
implementing the appropriate preventive measures and control strategies to reduce their spread. 

Question: 9 
   
A disinfectant that is capable of killing a wide range of microbes is considered to be which of the 
following types of disinfectants? 
 
A. semicritical 
B. critical 
C. broad spectrum 
D. sterile 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The correct answer to the question is "broad spectrum." This refers to a type of disinfectant known for 
its effectiveness against a wide variety of microbial organisms, including bacteria, viruses, fungi, and 
sometimes even spores. The term "broad spectrum" indicates that the disinfectant has a wide range of 
activity and is not limited to killing only specific types of microbes. 
Disinfectants are categorized based on their effectiveness and the range of microorganisms they can 
eliminate. A broad spectrum disinfectant is particularly valuable in healthcare settings, laboratories, and 
places where hygiene is critical because it reduces the risk of spreading infections by covering a wide 
array of pathogens. This is in contrast to a narrow spectrum disinfectant, which targets specific types of 
organisms. 
In the context of infection control, broad spectrum disinfectants are crucial for areas that require high 
levels of disinfection but where the exact nature of potential contaminants might not be known. These 
disinfectants are formulated to comply with regulatory standards that ensure they achieve a significant 
reduction in the number of viable microorganisms, usually by several orders of magnitude, making 
environments safer for both healthcare providers and patients. 
It’s important to note that while broad spectrum disinfectants are effective against a wide range of 
microbes, their use must be guided by considerations such as the type of surface, organic load, and 
presence of biofilms, as these factors can influence a disinfectant's efficacy. Furthermore, safety 
profiles, including toxicity and potential for causing resistance, should also be considered when selecting 
a disinfectant for a specific application. 
In summary, a broad spectrum disinfectant is a versatile and essential tool in infection control, capable 
of addressing a diverse range of microbial challenges. Its broad-acting nature makes it a preferred choice 
in many scenarios where comprehensive microbial control is necessary. 
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Question: 10 
   
Which of the following is NOT a purpose of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)? 
 
A. Encourage employers and employees to reduce workplace hazards and to implement new or existing 
safety programs.  
B. Provide for the development, analysis, evaluation, and approval of state occupational safety and 
health programs.  
C. Provide research in occupational safety and health problems.  
D. Assess monetary standards for litigation from employees.  
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
The Purposes of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration are:  
Encourage employers and employees to reduce work place hazards and to implement new or existing 
safety programs 
Provide research in occupational safety and health problems 
Establish separate but dependent responsibilities and rights for employees and employers to  help 
achieve better working conditions. 
Maintain a reporting and record keeping system to monitor injuries and illnesses 
Establish training programs to increase competence of occupational safety and health personnel 
Develop and enforce mandatory job safety and health standards  
Provide for the development, analysis, evaluation, and approval of state occupational safety and health 
programs 
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