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Question: 1 
   
A client requests archival inspection records for a project completed 7 years ago, stored digitally. What 
is the best practice to retrieve and verify these records? 
 
A. Access encrypted, indexed cloud archives and validate checksums for file integrity 
B. Search through paper archives and scan relevant documents 
C. Request the original inspector to recall details from memory 
D. Accept verbal confirmation from the project manager 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
Encrypted, indexed digital archives with file integrity verification provide quick, reliable access and proof 
of unchanged records per legal and archival requirements. Paper-only or verbal methods are unreliable. 

Question: 2 
   
During offshore platform maintenance, a structural beam blasted to SSPC-SP 10 exhibits slight streaks 
(1.8% coverage) in low-light conditions (300 lux). The inspector uses a borescope for verification, 
revealing embedded abrasive particles. Specification requires NVSC testing per SSPC-SP 10 Appendix A2. 
If conductivity post-extraction is 12 μS/cm on a 10 cm² patch with 10 mL solvent, compute the surface 
density and recommend remediation. 
 
A. 1.2 mg/cm²; power tool clean 
B. 12 μg/cm²; re-blast to SP 5 
C. 1.2 μg/cm²; acceptable, proceed to prime 
D. 120 μg/cm²; chemical strip 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
Per SSPC-Guide 15 and ISO 8502-9, surface density = (conductivity increase × volume) / area = (12 μS/cm 
× 10 mL) / 10 cm² = 1.2 μg/cm² NaCl equivalent, below typical 3-5 μg/cm² threshold for epoxies. Streaks 
<5% comply with SP 10; borescope confirms no defects, allowing priming after documentation. 

Question: 3 
   
In a solar panel encapsulant using EVA copolymer (cured peroxide-initiated, 20 mils DFT), postlamination 
yellowing occurs after 1000 hours QUV per ASTM G154. Peroxide is dicumyl (decomp T=150°C). What 
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curing adjustment, reducing initiator to 0.5 phr and adding 2% phenolic antioxidant, prevents this while 
maintaining cross-link density >80% (via ASTM D2765 extraction <20%)? 
 
A. Antioxidant quenches alkyl radicals to halt propagation 
B. Lower peroxide for reduced radical flux and volatile fragments 
C. Increase cure time to 10 min at 160°C for complete decomposition 
D. Switch to azo initiator for N2 evolution without acetophenone 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
Peroxide cure of EVA via radical grafting on polyethylene chains; excess dicumyl (1 phr) generates 
acetophenone radicals, UV-absorbing at 280 nm causing yellowing (ΔE>3 per CIE L*a*b*). 0.5 phr halves 
flux (Rp [I]), minimizing byproducts while phenolic (e.g., BHT) traps chain carriers, preserving >80% gel 
fraction. Longer time risks degradation; azo suits aqueous but not melt; antioxidant alone insufficient for 
initiation control. Verify: UV-Vis absorbance <0.1 at 400 nm post-aging. 

Question: 4 
   
A QA plan for pipeline 3LPE coating per CSA Z245.21-22 requires holiday detection at 25 kV. The senior 
inspector validates voltage using V = 1250 × √(t × K), t=min DFT 3.5 mm, K=material constant 1.5. What 
calculated V mandates plan update if field set to 20 kV? 
 
A. 22.5 kV 
B. 25.6 kV 
C. 28.7 kV 
D. 31.8 kV 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
V = 1250 × √(3.5 × 1.5) ≈ 1250 × √5.25 ≈ 1250 × 2.29 ≈ 31.8 kV; <25 kV risks missed defects. QA plan per 
ISO 21809-1 Annex H requires recalibration and 100% re-scan protocol. 

Question: 5 
   
You are tasked with conflict of interest management as CIP Level 3 lead on a joint venture refinery 
project where dual roles (inspector and consultant) arise, potentially violating AMPP Code of Ethics 
Canon 4. To resolve, apply the conflict assessment matrix: score threats (1-5) for self-interest, 
familiarity, etc., total >10 requires mitigation. With scores totaling 12, what step sequence follows? 
 
A. Resign role, calculate opportunity cost: OC = (Consultant Fee - Inspector Salary) × Duration, and seek 
AMPP mediation. 
B. Ignore if project succeeds, as ends justify means per pragmatic integrity. 
C. Implement firewall separation: assign independent verifier for your decisions, disclose matrix scores 
in annual report, and train team on Canon 4. 
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D. Double fees to offset perceived bias, documenting as "complexity premium." 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
AMPP Canon 4 requires identifying and mitigating conflicts via structured tools like assessment matrices; 
scores >10 indicate high risk, necessitating separation (firewalls) and disclosure to uphold impartiality. 
Training reinforces conduct codes; resignation is extreme if mitigable; ignoring or fee hikes corrupt 
integrity. 

Question: 6 
   
Calculate ventilation to dilute solvent vapor from 400 ppm to below 200 ppm in 10 minutes in 500 m³ 
space using formula: Q = -(V/t) * ln(C / C₀) 
 
A. 25 m³/min 
B. 35 m³/min 
C. 40 m³/min 
D. 30 m³/min 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
Given V=500, t=10, C₀=400, C=200 ppm: ln(200/400) = ln(0.5) = -0.693 Q = -500/10 * (-0.693) = 34.65 ≈ 
35 m³/min 

Question: 7 
   
Audit trail in EDMS for Signature Authority logs on a mining conveyor coating project reveals timestamp 
anomalies (entries dated 10/20/25 logged at 10/19/25 UTC), impacting wet film thickness approvals per 
SSPC-PA 1 WFT = DFT / % Solids. For 8-year retention, what synchronization? 
 
A. Adjust dates manually. 
B. Audit server clocks against NTP, realign anomalies with forensic UTC conversion, document in EDMS 
compliance report to preserve 8-year trail. 
C. Blame user error without fix. 
D. Purge anomalous logs. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
NTP synchronization corrects UTC anomalies in EDMS logs, ensuring accurate SSPC-PA 1 timestamps for 
WFT approvals where WFT = DFT / % Solids (mils) guides application in mining abrasion zones. Forensic 
conversion (e.g., +4 hours EST) and EDMS reporting maintain 8-year retention integrity per ISO 9001. CIP 
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Level 3 trail management prevents approval disputes, supporting conveyor uptime and wear resistance 
calculations. 

Question: 8 
   
You are tasked with verifying the anchor profile on a steel substrate just prepared per SSPC-SP 10. You 
have a Replica Tape (Press-O-Film) and a Comparator gauge. What is the correct procedure to accurately 
measure the profile? 
 
A. Place the comparator on the replica tape, then peel the tape off the surface to measure profile 
B. Place the replica tape on the surface, apply pressure with the comparator, then measure thickness on 
the film with a microscope 
C. Press the film against the steel, measure by comparator, and record immediately 
D. Use the comparator gauge directly on the surface, then cross-check with visual inspection 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
Replica Tape captures the surface profile by pressing the tape onto the surface. The replicated surface's 
thickness is then measured using a microscope or comparator gauge. Comparator gauges cannot 
measure directly on the rough surface with replica tape in place. Immediate measurement is needed 
after applying pressure but only after tape removal. 

Question: 9 
   
In a surface coal mine coating application where silica dust from grit blasting exceeds 50 μg/m³ (2024 
MSHA PEL), per 30 CFR 60.300, what engineering control hierarchy step, calculated as ventilation rate Q 
= (dust generation rate × exposure time)/PEL, must be implemented before personal monitoring for 
inspector exposure during DFT verification? 
 
A. Administrative scheduling only 
B. Local exhaust ventilation at source, Q > 1,000 cfm 
C. Full-face respirators first 
D. Wet methods optional 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
MSHA's hierarchy prioritizes engineering controls like local exhaust ventilation to capture dust at source. 
The formula Q = (dust rate × time)/PEL yields >1,000 cfm for 50 μg/m³ levels, reducing reliance on 
respirators and ensuring safe DFT checks, per updated silica standards. 

Question: 10 
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Selling or soliciting inspection services to a contractor with whom you hold financial interest could 
violate which key principle? 
 
A. Confidentiality 
B. Conflict of Interest 
C. Professional Competency 
D. Technical Accuracy 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
Financial interests with clients create conflict of interest by potentially influencing inspection 
impartiality and must be managed or disclosed. 
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