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Question: 1 
   
Which patient is contraindicated to receiving a sealant? 
 
A. A patient is sensitive to Etchant acid. 
B. A patient is sensitive to fluoride. 
C. A patient is sensitive to zinc phosphate. 
D. A patient is sensitive to latex. 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
To determine which patient is contraindicated to receiving a dental sealant, it's essential to understand 
the components and processes involved in applying a sealant, as well as the potential allergens that 
could affect patients. 
Firstly, dental sealants are a preventive treatment typically used to protect teeth from decay. The 
process involves cleaning the tooth surface and then applying an acid etchant to roughen the enamel for 
better adhesion of the sealant. After the etchant is rinsed off, the sealant material is applied directly to 
the enamel, where it hardens either naturally or under a special curing light. 
One of the choices given is a patient who is sensitive to etchant acid. Etchant acid, usually phosphoric 
acid, is used to prepare the tooth surface by creating micro-porosities that help in bonding the sealant 
to the tooth. If a patient has a known sensitivity or allergic reaction to etchant acid, applying it can lead 
to adverse reactions such as irritation to the oral tissues, swelling, or more severe allergic responses. 
Therefore, in such cases, using a sealant is contraindicated unless an alternative method of surface 
preparation can be employed that does not involve etchant acid. 
Other options included patients sensitive to fluoride, zinc phosphate, and latex. Fluoride sensitivity is 
rare and generally does not contraindicate sealant application, as sealants typically do not contain 
fluoride. Furthermore, zinc phosphate, often used in dental cements, is not commonly a component of 
sealant materials. Lastly, sensitivity to latex is a concern with products like gloves used during dental 
procedures, but modern dental practices frequently use non-latex alternatives to accommodate such 
allergies. 
Given these considerations, the patient who is contraindicated to receiving a sealant is the one sensitive 
to etchant acid. This sensitivity poses a direct risk during the sealant application process, where the use 
of etchant acid is fundamental for proper adhesion of the sealant. Hence, for this patient, alternative 
preventive measures should be considered to avoid exposure to the allergen and potential health risks. 

Question: 2 
   
If etchant material inadvertently comes into contact with the skin, what should be done? 
 
A. Apply a bandage. 
B. Apply an ice pack. 
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C. Rinse the area immediately with water. 
D. Rinse the area immediately with saline solution. 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
When etchant material comes into contact with the skin, it's important to act quickly to minimize any 
potential harm. Etchant materials are typically acidic or basic chemical solutions used in various 
industrial and laboratory processes, primarily for cleaning or treating surfaces to prepare them for 
further processing, like plating or painting. These substances can cause chemical burns or other skin 
irritations upon contact. 
The first and most crucial step is to rinse the affected area immediately with copious amounts of water. 
This helps to dilute and wash away the chemical, reducing its contact time with the skin and thereby 
mitigating its corrosive effects. It is recommended to use running water to rinse the affected area 
thoroughly for at least 10 to 15 minutes. During this process, it’s vital to remove any contaminated 
clothing or jewelry to ensure that all traces of the chemical are removed from the skin. 
Applying a bandage, using an ice pack, or rinsing with solutions other than water (such as a saline 
solution) before thoroughly washing the area can be counterproductive. These actions might trap the 
chemical against the skin, potentially worsening the injury. After rinsing, if the skin is visibly irritated or if 
pain persists, seeking medical attention is advisable. A healthcare professional can assess the extent of 
the damage and recommend further treatment, which may include the use of specific soothing creams 
or ointments, pain relief medication, or in severe cases, more intensive medical interventions. 
Furthermore, it is crucial to follow safety guidelines and use appropriate personal protective equipment 
(PPE) when handling etchant materials or similar hazardous substances to prevent skin contact. This 
might include wearing gloves, long sleeves, aprons, or eye protection depending on the level and type of 
exposure anticipated. Safety training and proper handling procedures should always be adhered to in 
environments where etchant materials are used. By taking these immediate and appropriate actions, 
the risk of serious injury from etchant materials can be significantly reduced. However, prevention 
through proper handling and protective measures remains the best approach. 

Question: 3 
   
Why should suction be used with the final rinsing after applying sealants? 
 
A. To avoid exposing the patient to by-products of the process. 
B. To avoid weakening the sealant. 
C. To help keep the patient's mouth dry. 
D. To help harden the sealant. 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
The use of suction during dental procedures, particularly after the application of sealants and the final 
rinsing, is crucial to ensure patient safety and the efficacy of the treatment. Dental sealants are 
protective coatings applied to the chewing surfaces of back teeth (molars) to prevent decay. The process 
of applying sealants involves several steps, including cleaning the tooth surface, applying an acidic 
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etching solution to roughen the enamel, rinsing off the etching solution, drying the tooth, applying the 
sealant, and then using a light source to cure (harden) the sealant. 
During these steps, especially after the etching and before the sealant application, tiny particles and 
chemical residues can be left over on the tooth surface or in the mouth. These might include residual 
etching solution or debris from the tooth surface itself. If these residues are not thoroughly removed, 
they can lead to complications such as irritation to the soft tissues of the mouth, or they might interfere 
with the adhesion and effectiveness of the sealant. 
To prevent such issues, high volume suction is used following the final rinse and during other cleaning 
phases of the sealant application process. High volume suction helps in quickly and efficiently removing 
excess water, debris, and chemical by-products from the mouth. This not only minimizes the risk of 
swallowing or inhaling these residues, which could be harmful, but also ensures that the tooth surface is 
clean and dry before the sealant is applied. A dry and clean surface is critical for the optimal adherence 
of the sealant to the tooth enamel. 
Additionally, maintaining a dry environment is necessary during the curing of the sealant. Moisture can 
prevent the sealant material from setting properly, potentially weakening its protective capability. The 
use of suction helps in keeping the treatment area dry and free from saliva during this crucial step. 
In conclusion, the use of suction during the final rinsing and throughout the sealant application process 
is essential to ensure the treatment area is free from potentially harmful residues and to maintain the 
necessary dry conditions for the successful application and curing of the dental sealant. This practice 
enhances both the safety and effectiveness of the procedure, ultimately contributing to better oral 
health outcomes for the patient. 

Question: 4 
   
Sites HIGHLY prone to developing caries include: 
 
A. Interproximal spaces. 
B. Fissures and pits. 
C. Lingual surfaces. 
D. Buccal surfaces. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
When considering areas of the teeth that are highly prone to developing caries, fissures and pits often 
top the list. These areas are small grooves or depressions primarily located on the chewing surfaces of 
the molars and premolars, and to a lesser extent, on the canines and incisors. The structure of these 
fissures and pits naturally makes them more vulnerable to decay because they tend to trap food 
particles and are harder to clean. 
Despite diligent oral hygiene practices, such as regular brushing and flossing, these recessed areas can 
often escape thorough cleaning. Standard toothbrush bristles are not always able to reach into the deep 
grooves of the fissures and pits. As a result, plaque—a sticky film of food debris, bacteria, and saliva—
accumulates in these areas. The bacteria in plaque produce acids from the fermentation of 
carbohydrates and sugars present in the food debris. These acids then attack the enamel, the outermost 
layer of the tooth, leading to decay over time. 
The prevention of caries in fissures and pits can be particularly challenging, which is why dental 
professionals often recommend dental sealants. Sealants are protective coatings applied to the chewing 
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surfaces of the back teeth. They fill the grooves in the enamel, effectively creating a barrier that protects 
enamel from plaque and acids. Regular dental check-ups are also crucial, as they allow for early 
detection and management of caries before significant tooth structure is lost. 
In contrast, other areas like the interproximal spaces (the spaces between teeth), lingual surfaces (the 
surfaces of teeth adjacent to the tongue), and buccal surfaces (the tooth surfaces facing the cheeks) are 
also susceptible to caries but are generally easier to clean effectively with regular brushing and flossing 
compared to the fissures and pits. Therefore, while these areas do require attention and care to prevent 
decay, fissures and pits remain the most challenging and are highly prone to developing dental caries. 

Question: 5 
   
The reasons sealants are NOT used for individuals at high risk for caries include all of the following 
EXCEPT for: 
 
A. Lack of skilled personnel to provide the procedure. 
B. Lack of retention. 
C. Lack of available materials. 
D. Unwillingness of patients to pay for the procedure. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The reasons why sealants are typically not used for individuals at high risk for caries are multifaceted, 
but not all commonly cited reasons are accurate or supported by evidence. It's important to examine 
each reason critically. 
One reason often considered is the **lack of skilled personnel to provide the procedure.** Applying 
sealants requires professional training and precision. If a dental office or community lacks professionals 
trained in this procedure, such as dental hygienists or dentists, it may limit the availability of sealants for 
patients. This scarcity of skilled personnel can be a significant barrier in some regions, particularly in 
rural or underserved areas where dental professionals are fewer. 
Another potential reason is the **lack of available materials.** Sealants require specific dental materials 
and technology. In settings where these materials are not readily available or are too costly, the use of 
sealants might be limited. This can be due to logistical challenges, economic constraints, or both 
affecting the supply chain of dental materials. 
The **unwillingness of patients to pay for the procedure** is also considered a barrier. Even though 
sealants are a cost-effective way to prevent caries, especially in the long run, the initial cost can be a 
deterrent for some patients. This is particularly true in systems where dental care is not covered by 
insurance or where out-of-pocket costs are high. Patient education about the long-term benefits and 
cost savings of caries prevention through sealants might not always be sufficient to overcome these 
financial concerns. 
Conversely, **lack of retention** is incorrectly listed as a reason against the use of sealants for 
individuals at high risk for caries. This statement is not accurate and does not reflect the efficiency and 
effectiveness of well-applied sealants. Studies have shown that dental sealants are highly retentive 
when properly applied and can withstand the forces of chewing for many years before potentially 
needing reapplication. This makes them highly suitable for long-term caries prevention. Dental 
professionals like hygienists have shown high success rates in applying sealants that remain intact and 
functional over extended periods. 
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Therefore, among the listed reasons, **lack of retention** should not be considered a valid argument 
against the use of sealants in high-risk individuals. Proper application by trained professionals ensures 
that sealants serve their purpose effectively, making this option both viable and beneficial for caries 
prevention. 

Question: 6 
   
How long does the etchant step take? 
 
A. Hours. 
B. 2 or more visits. 
C. Minutes. 
D. 1 - 2 visits. 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The etchant step, commonly involved in dental procedures like sealing fissures, is a crucial yet brief 
phase. During this step, an acidic substance called an etchant is applied to the tooth's surface. The 
primary purpose of the etchant is to roughen the surface of the enamel to enhance the bonding of 
dental sealant materials. This process is essential for ensuring that the sealant adheres properly and 
lasts longer. 
The duration of the etching step is notably short compared to other dental procedures. Typically, the 
etchant is applied to the tooth for only a few minutes. This time frame is sufficient to create the 
necessary micro-abrasions on the enamel surface. After the etching process, the etchant is thoroughly 
rinsed off, and the tooth is dried before proceeding to the next step, which involves the application of 
the sealant. 
The quick nature of the etching process makes it a minor component time-wise but a significant step 
effectiveness-wise in dental treatments aimed at preventing decay and sealing fissures. Despite its 
brevity, the proper execution of the etching step is vital for the overall success of the dental sealant in 
adhering to the tooth and providing long-term protection against cavities and decay. 

Question: 7 
   
Which patient is contraindicated to receiving a sealant? 
 
A. A patient recently had two of his pre-molars crowned. 
B. A patient has veneers. 
C. A patient has large amalgam fillings in all of his posterior teeth. 
D. A patient recently had a composite filling on his left central. 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
Dental sealants are primarily used as a preventive measure to protect teeth from decay. They are 
typically applied to the occlusal (chewing) surfaces of the back teeth, such as premolars and molars. 
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Sealants work by filling in the crevices and pits of a tooth's surface where food particles and bacteria are 
likely to get trapped and cause decay. However, not every patient is a suitable candidate for receiving 
sealants. 
One key criterion for the application of sealants is that the tooth surfaces must be relatively intact, 
without large fillings or restorations. In the scenario where a patient has large amalgam fillings in all of 
his posterior teeth, the application of sealants is generally contraindicated. This is because these teeth 
have already undergone significant dental work to address decay, and the surfaces likely do not have 
the intact pits and fissures that sealants are designed to protect. 
Amalgam fillings are used to restore a tooth after decay has been removed. When a tooth has a large 
amalgam filling, it means a substantial portion of the original tooth structure has been replaced with the 
filling material. Applying a sealant over such a surface would not be beneficial; the sealant would not 
adhere properly and would not provide additional protection against decay. Furthermore, the sealant 
could potentially trap decay underneath or around the edges of the existing fillings, leading to further 
dental issues. 
In the cases of patients with other types of dental work such as crowns, veneers, or small composite 
fillings, the suitability of sealants would depend on specific circumstances, such as the location of the 
restoration and the condition of adjacent teeth. However, with extensive amalgam restorations, 
particularly those covering all posterior teeth, sealants are not advisable as they would not serve their 
intended preventive function. Instead, these teeth might benefit more from other types of dental care, 
including regular check-ups, cleanings, and possibly fluoride treatments to help protect the remaining 
tooth structure and prevent new decay. 

Question: 8 
   
Why is filler material added to sealant resin? 
 
A. To increase abrasion. 
B. To increase the sealant strength. 
C. To make the sealant more porous. 
D. To make the sealant wear more easily. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The primary purpose of adding filler material to sealant resin is to increase the strength of the sealant. 
Sealants are materials used to protect the surface of teeth by sealing pits and fissures, and preventing 
decay. However, the basic resin used in sealants, while effective in sealing, might not be sufficiently 
durable to withstand the wear and tear of everyday chewing and grinding. Adding fillers enhances the 
mechanical properties of the sealant, making it more resistant to fractures and abrasion, thereby 
prolonging its effective lifespan. 
In addition to strengthening the sealant, fillers can also be used to modify other properties of the 
sealant. For example, fillers can be selected to give the sealant a color that matches the natural color of 
the teeth. This is particularly important from an aesthetic point of view, as it makes the sealant less 
noticeable. Some fillers are also capable of adding a fluorescent quality to the sealant, which can aid in 
monitoring the integrity of the sealant under UV light during dental examinations. 
Furthermore, the type and amount of filler added can affect the viscosity and handling properties of the 
sealant. This can make the application process easier and more precise, which is crucial for achieving a 
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good seal and effective protection. The choice of filler material thus not only affects the performance of 
the sealant but also the ease of its application. 
It's important to note that while fillers enhance certain properties of dental sealants, the basic function 
of the sealant – to form a barrier against decay-causing bacteria in tooth grooves – remains unchanged. 
The use of fillers does not compromise the sealant's primary protective function but rather supports and 
extends its durability and utility. Unfilled sealants, while still providing a level of protection, are 
generally less durable and might not perform as well over time, especially in the molars where the force 
of chewing is greatest. 
In summary, the incorporation of filler materials in dental sealants is a critical step that enhances the 
strength, durability, and aesthetic qualities of the sealant. This modification ensures that the sealants 
can withstand the physical demands of the oral environment while also blending seamlessly with the 
natural teeth, thereby providing both protective and cosmetic benefits. 

Question: 9 
   
The goal of a sealant is to: 
 
A. Protect the tooth from damaging bacteria. 
B. Aid in tooth development. 
C. Help strengthen the teeth. 
D. Provide gum protection. 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
The primary purpose of dental sealants is to safeguard the teeth against harmful bacteria that can lead 
to tooth decay. These bacteria thrive in the pits and fissures on the surfaces of the teeth, which are 
difficult to clean with regular brushing. Over time, if these bacteria are not removed, they produce acids 
that erode the tooth enamel, eventually leading to cavities or even more severe tooth damage. 
Sealants function by forming a protective barrier that covers the pits and fissures on the chewing 
surfaces of the teeth. This barrier not only prevents food particles from getting stuck in these hard-to-
clean areas but also stops bacteria from settling and multiplying. As a result, the risk of decay is 
significantly reduced. 
Applying sealants is a straightforward and painless procedure that involves cleaning the tooth surface, 
preparing it with a special solution, and then applying the sealant material. Once hardened, usually with 
the help of a curing light, the sealant becomes a hard, protective coating. While predominantly used in 
children and teenagers—who are at a higher risk of developing cavities due to their eating habits and 
possible irregular brushing techniques—sealants can be beneficial for adults as well. 
It's important to note that while sealants are highly effective in preventing decay in the areas they 
cover, they do not protect against gum disease or replace the need for fluoride, which helps strengthen 
the entire tooth structure. Therefore, maintaining good oral hygiene practices, including regular 
brushing with fluoride toothpaste, flossing, and professional dental cleanings, remains essential for 
overall dental health. 
In conclusion, the ultimate goal of using dental sealants is to protect the teeth from damaging bacteria 
that cause tooth decay, particularly in the pits and fissures of the tooth surfaces. By forming a protective 
shield over these vulnerable areas, sealants help maintain tooth integrity and contribute to long-term 
oral health. 
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Question: 10 
   
The term hydrophobic means: 
 
A. Water-loving. 
B. Water-fearing. 
C. Easy to mix with oil. 
D. Difficult to mix with water. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The term "hydrophobic" comes from the Greek words 'hydro' (water) and 'phobos' (fear), meaning 
"water-fearing." This term is used in science, particularly in chemistry and biology, to describe 
substances that do not mix well with water. Substances that are hydrophobic tend to be nonpolar, 
meaning they do not have charges at different points in the molecule, which makes them repel water 
molecules. 
Water is a polar molecule, meaning it has a partial positive charge near its hydrogen atoms and a partial 
negative charge near its oxygen atom. This polarity allows water molecules to form hydrogen bonds 
with each other and with other polar molecules, which is why water is such a good solvent for many 
substances. However, hydrophobic molecules lack this polarity and, therefore, cannot form hydrogen 
bonds with water. As a result, when introduced to water, hydrophobic molecules tend to clump 
together rather than dissolving. This behavior is often observed with oils and fats, which are 
hydrophobic. 
An example of hydrophobicity in nature is the leaves of the lotus plant, which have a waxy, hydrophobic 
coating. This coating repels water, causing raindrops to bead up and roll off the leaves, thereby 
removing dirt and debris. This self-cleaning property is known as the "lotus effect." 
In practical applications, understanding and manipulating the hydrophobic properties of materials can 
be crucial. For instance, in the creation of waterproof clothing, materials are treated with hydrophobic 
compounds to prevent water from penetrating the fabric. Similarly, in the pharmaceutical industry, the 
hydrophobicity of drugs can influence their absorption and distribution within the body. 
In summary, hydrophobic substances are those that are "water-fearing" and do not mix well with water. 
This property is a result of their nonpolar nature, which prevents them from forming hydrogen bonds 
with water molecules. Hydrophobicity plays a significant role in various natural phenomena and 
technological applications, making it a fundamental concept in the study of chemistry and materials 
science. 
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