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Question: 1 
   
Some bacteria are able to survive even in harsh environments by forming a protective spore. Spore-
forming bacteria are able to survive all of the following except: 
 
A. freezing and cooking 
B. extreme alkalinity (high pH) 
C. without moisture 
D. extreme acidity (low pH) 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The question asks which condition spore-forming bacteria cannot survive. Spore-forming bacteria are 
known for their resilience and ability to withstand extreme environmental conditions. This ability is 
largely due to their capacity to form spores, which are highly durable, dormant structures that protect 
the bacteria's genetic material in adverse conditions. 
Among the conditions listed—freezing, cooking, extreme alkalinity (high pH), extreme acidity (low pH), 
and being without moisture—spore-forming bacteria are indeed capable of surviving most. Freezing and 
cooking involve temperature extremes. Freezing could potentially crystallize and damage cellular 
structures in non-spore-forming organisms, while cooking generally involves temperatures high enough 
to kill most microbial life forms. However, the spores formed by certain bacteria are designed to resist 
these temperatures, thereby allowing the bacteria to remain viable after such treatments. 
Similarly, spore-forming bacteria can survive in environments of extreme acidity (low pH) and conditions 
of desiccation (being without moisture). The tough outer layers of spores prevent damage from acidic 
substances and preserve the spore's interior against dehydration, which could otherwise halt metabolic 
processes essential for life. 
However, extreme alkalinity (high pH) presents a different challenge. While spores can protect against 
many environmental extremes, they have varying degrees of resistance to high pH levels. Alkaline 
conditions can lead to chemical reactions that degrade the spore coat or disrupt its integrity, ultimately 
compromising the spore's ability to protect its genetic material. This degradation can prevent spores 
from germinating even when they return to favorable conditions. 
Therefore, extreme alkalinity (high pH) is the condition among those listed that spore-forming bacteria 
are least likely to survive. This environment challenges the protective mechanisms of bacterial spores 
beyond their capacity to maintain viability, leading to their destruction or dysfunction. 

Question: 2 
   
Contaminated food contains germs or harmful substances that can cause foodborne illness. Cross 
contamination can occur during all of the following situations except: 
 
A. products are not properly separated in a display case  
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B. cutting boards 
C. washing hands 
D. leftover juices from raw chicken can lead to contamination of ready-to-eat salad items 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
Cross contamination is the process by which bacteria or other microorganisms are unintentionally 
transferred from one substance or object to another, with harmful effect. This typically occurs in food 
handling and preparation environments, leading to foodborne illnesses if ingested. Cross contamination 
can happen in various scenarios, including through direct contact between raw and cooked or ready-to-
eat foods, via contaminated kitchen tools or surfaces, or through human contact if proper hygiene 
practices are not followed. 
Let us examine the situations mentioned in the question to determine in which of them cross 
contamination does not occur: 1. **Products are not properly separated in a display case**: This is a 
common scenario for cross contamination. If raw and cooked food products, such as seafood, are stored 
together without adequate separation, bacteria from the raw food can easily transfer to the cooked 
items. For example, juices from raw fish could contaminate cooked shrimp or imitation crab if they are 
in close proximity and not properly separated. This makes it a likely scenario for cross contamination. 2. 
**Cutting boards**: These are well-known sources of cross contamination. When the same cutting 
board is used for both raw and cooked food without proper cleaning in between, bacteria from the raw 
food can transfer to the cooked food. An example is using a cutting board to chop raw chicken and then 
using the same board to prepare salad ingredients without thorough washing. The bacteria from the 
chicken can contaminate the salad, posing a risk of foodborne illness. 3. **Leftover juices from raw 
chicken can lead to contamination of ready-to-eat salad items**: Similar to the cutting board example, if 
the juices from raw chicken come into contact with ready-to-eat items like salad, there is a high risk of 
cross contamination. This can happen if raw chicken is stored above salad ingredients in a refrigerator 
and the juices drip onto the salad below. 4. **Washing hands**: This is a preventive action against cross 
contamination rather than a cause. Proper hand washing is critical in preventing the transfer of bacteria 
and other pathogens from raw foods, contaminated surfaces, or other sources to cooked or ready-to-eat 
foods. Washing hands thoroughly with soap and water after handling raw food, using the restroom, or 
touching any contaminated surface helps in reducing the risk of foodborne diseases. 
From the situations listed, washing hands is the only scenario that does not cause cross contamination; 
instead, it prevents it. The other situations mentioned all represent opportunities where cross 
contamination can occur, making them incorrect choices for the question on scenarios where cross 
contamination does not happen. 

Question: 3 
   
Listeria monocytogenes can be found in: 
 
A. hot dogs 
B. luncheon meats 
C. cheese 
D. all of the above 
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Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
Listeria monocytogenes is a type of bacteria that can cause serious foodborne illness, particularly in 
pregnant women, newborns, the elderly, and individuals with weakened immune systems. This 
pathogen can be found in a variety of ready-to-eat foods which include hot dogs, luncheon meats, and 
cheeses. 
The prevalence of Listeria in processed foods such as hot dogs and luncheon meats is attributed to the 
fact that these foods are often consumed without further cooking, which would otherwise kill the 
bacteria. These items are typically precooked at the factory; however, contamination can occur after 
cooking and before packaging, during which the bacteria can multiply if the product is stored 
improperly. 
Cheese, particularly soft cheeses, is another common vehicle for Listeria. The bacteria can contaminate 
cheese either during the milk collection process or during the cheese-making process. Soft cheeses are 
more susceptible to bacterial growth due to their higher moisture content and lower salt and acidity 
levels compared to hard cheeses. 
The rise in cases of listeriosis linked to ready-to-eat foods can be associated with changes in consumer 
behavior. Many individuals, increasingly engaged in professional activities outside the home, opt for 
convenience foods that require minimal or no preparation. This shift demands strict adherence to safety 
protocols in food processing establishments to prevent Listeria contamination. The production 
processes, storage conditions, and handling practices must all be meticulously managed to ensure the 
safety of these products. 
Effective methods to control Listeria contamination include thorough cooking and reheating of food 
items, maintaining a clean cooking environment, regular hand washing, and proper storage of food at 
safe temperatures. It is crucial for consumers to follow these practices, along with manufacturers 
implementing stringent control measures, to minimize the risk of listeriosis. 

Question: 4 
   
All of the following are strategies and approaches when dealing with a foodborne illness except: 
 
A. have some sort of protocol for guiding you through the issue 
B. do not put together a team or committee consisting of management and employees to brainstorm 
worst case scenarios 
C. keep employees trained and informed in managing a foodborne illness crisis 
D. regardless of where or when the error occurred, it must be corrected and prevented from happening 
again 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
Foodborne illnesses pose significant risks in food service and handling environments. Effective 
management of these crises involves several strategic approaches that ensure safety and compliance 
with health regulations. The strategies typically include developing protocols, forming responsive teams, 
maintaining training, and ensuring error correction to prevent recurrence. Here, we will analyze these 
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approaches to identify which option among the given choices does not align with effective foodborne 
illness management strategies. 
Firstly, having a protocol is crucial when dealing with a foodborne illness. Protocols serve as predefined 
guidelines that help manage the situation in an organized and efficient manner. This helps in ensuring 
that all necessary steps are taken swiftly to control and rectify the situation, thereby minimizing the 
impact on public health and business operations. 
Secondly, contrary to the option suggesting that you should not put together a team or committee, 
forming a dedicated team is indeed a recommended practice. This team or committee should consist of 
both management and staff members who can bring different perspectives and expertise to the table. 
Regular brainstorming sessions with this team can help anticipate potential worst-case scenarios and 
develop strategies to mitigate them before they occur. This proactive approach is vital for preparedness 
and effective crisis management. 
Thirdly, keeping employees trained and informed is another essential strategy. Continuous education 
and training on the latest food safety practices, as well as updates on company protocols regarding 
foodborne illnesses, are necessary. Well-informed employees are better equipped to handle crises 
effectively and can act quickly to implement the necessary actions to manage and resolve issues as they 
arise. 
Lastly, addressing and correcting errors irrespective of their point of occurrence is fundamental to any 
quality control process. This approach ensures that the same mistake does not happen again, thereby 
improving the overall safety standards of the food handling or service establishment. It also helps in 
building trust with customers, as they can feel assured that the establishment takes food safety 
seriously and is committed to continuous improvement. 
In conclusion, all of the mentioned strategies are vital except for the statement suggesting that teams 
should not be formed for brainstorming worst-case scenarios. This is incorrect as forming such teams is 
a critical part of managing foodborne illness risks effectively. These teams play a key role in preparing 
for and preventing potential crises, making their inclusion a best practice rather than an exception in 
food safety management. 

Question: 5 
   
Ciguatera toxin is a naturally occurring toxin that accumulates in the tissue of certain kinds of predatory 
reef fish. Good examples of these types of fish include all of the following except: 
 
A. snapper 
B. grouper 
C. salmon 
D. barracuda 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
Ciguatera toxin is a naturally occurring marine biotoxin that primarily affects fish on coral reefs. It 
originates from certain types of microalgae (dinoflagellates), particularly those belonging to the genus 
*Gambierdiscus*. The toxin is not produced by the fish themselves but is accumulated up the food 
chain. Small herbivorous fish consume the toxic algae, and then larger predatory reef fish eat these 
smaller fish, leading to the bioaccumulation of the toxin in their bodies. This makes the flesh of these 
larger fish potentially dangerous to humans who consume them. 
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The fish species commonly associated with ciguatera toxin include several types of tropical and 
subtropical reef fish. Notable examples are amberjack, barracuda, grouper, and snapper. These fish are 
known to live in and around coral reefs where *Gambierdiscus* algae are found and are higher up in the 
food chain, thus more likely to have higher concentrations of the toxin. 
Salmon, on the other hand, is not typically associated with ciguatera poisoning. Salmon are cold-water 
fish found in the colder, northern oceans far from coral reefs where ciguatoxin-producing algae thrive. 
They have a completely different habitat and diet that does not involve the consumption of the types of 
algae or fish that would lead to ciguatera toxin accumulation. 
Therefore, when considering the risk of ciguatera toxin, salmon is not a relevant example. This 
distinction is important for both consumers and suppliers to understand, as the risk associated with 
consuming reef fish like amberjack, barracuda, grouper, and snapper is significant. It highlights the 
importance of sourcing seafood from reputable suppliers who understand the origins and environments 
of the fish they sell, ensuring they are safe for consumption. 
To summarize, while amberjack, barracuda, grouper, and snapper are all examples of fish that can carry 
ciguatera toxin due to their natural environment and diet, salmon does not fit into this category. 
Awareness and proper sourcing are key to preventing ciguatera poisoning from consuming reef fish. 

Question: 6 
   
Prevention of Listeria monocytogenes include: 
 
A. properly store and cook foods 
B. avoid cross contamination 
C. rotate processed refrigerated foods using FIFO 
D. all of the above 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
Listeria monocytogenes is a type of bacteria known for causing the infection listeriosis, which can be 
particularly dangerous for pregnant women, newborns, older adults, and individuals with weakened 
immune systems. It is a facultative anaerobic bacterium, meaning it can grow with or without oxygen, 
and it is commonly found in various food products, particularly refrigerated foods. 
To prevent infections caused by Listeria monocytogenes, several key strategies must be implemented. 
The first of these is the proper storage and cooking of foods. Listeria is notable for its ability to grow at 
refrigeration temperatures, so it is essential to store perishable items at safe temperatures immediately 
after purchasing. Foods should be cooked to the recommended internal temperatures to kill any 
bacteria present. 
Another crucial preventive measure is avoiding cross-contamination. This involves using separate 
utensils, cutting boards, and surfaces for raw and cooked foods, and ensuring these items are 
thoroughly cleaned after contact with uncooked foods. This helps prevent the bacteria on raw foods 
from spreading to cooked or ready-to-eat food items. 
Additionally, the practice of rotating processed refrigerated foods using the FIFO (First In, First Out) 
method is important. This approach involves using older stock before newer products to minimize the 
time foods spend in storage and reduce the opportunity for bacterial growth. 
Overall, preventing Listeria monocytogenes infections requires a combination of these methods. Each 
step plays a vital role in reducing the risk of contamination and ensuring food safety. The comprehensive 

Visit us at: https://www.examsboost.com/test/cpfs



approach of "all of the above" in the prevention strategies ensures a systematic method to curb the 
spread and growth of this pathogen in food environments. 

Question: 7 
   
Examples of foods that are highly acidic (pH below 4.6) include all of the following except: 
 
A. lemons 
B. milk 
C. limes 
D. tomatoes 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The question pertains to identifying which among the listed foods is not highly acidic (pH below 4.6). The 
options given are lemons, milk, limes, and tomatoes. 
Lemons are well-known for their high acidity, which is primarily due to their citric acid content. The pH 
of lemon juice typically ranges from 2 to 3, making it a highly acidic food. 
Limes, like lemons, are also rich in citric acid and have a similar pH range. This places them in the 
category of highly acidic foods, suitable for methods like pickling, which rely on high acidity to preserve 
food by inhibiting the growth of pathogens. 
Tomatoes may not taste as sour as lemons or limes, but they are also considered acidic with a pH 
ranging from 4.0 to 4.7. While on the borderline, most tomatoes typically fall just below pH 4.6, 
especially when they are fully ripe. 
Milk, however, is not a highly acidic food. It has a much higher pH, usually around 6.5 to 6.7, which is 
considerably less acidic compared to lemons, limes, and tomatoes. This makes milk the correct answer 
to the question as it does not meet the criterion of having a pH below 4.6. 
Understanding the pH levels of foods is important in food preservation and safety, as highly acidic 
environments can prevent the growth of harmful bacteria. This is the principle behind techniques such 
as pickling, which uses vinegar (acetic acid) to lower the pH and create a hostile environment for 
bacterial growth. 

Question: 8 
   
Chemical hazards can also result from a chemical reaction between food and food equipment containing 
certain metals such as all of the following except: 
 
A. copper 
B. lead 
C. stainless steel 
D. zinc 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 

Visit us at: https://www.examsboost.com/test/cpfs



When discussing chemical hazards in food safety, it's essential to understand how the materials used in 
food equipment can contribute to contamination. Metals such as copper, zinc, brass, and cadmium are 
known to react chemically with certain foods under specific conditions, potentially leading to harmful 
effects. 
Copper, for example, can leach into acidic foods and cause gastrointestinal problems if ingested in 
significant amounts. Similarly, zinc, which is sometimes used in galvanized containers, can react with 
acidic foods leading to the ingestion of excessive zinc levels that can disrupt bodily functions. 
Brass, an alloy of copper and zinc, can also react with acid foods and drinks, leading to the leaching of 
both copper and zinc. Cadmium, another metal of concern, is highly toxic and can be found in some 
older cookware or containers, posing a significant health risk when foods are stored or cooked in such 
equipment. 
However, stainless steel, which is commonly used in food preparation and storage, does not pose the 
same risk. Stainless steel is highly resistant to corrosion and does not react with foods, making it a safe 
choice for food contact surfaces. It is composed of iron, chromium, nickel, and molybdenum, which 
together create a stable and inert surface. 
Therefore, in the context of the question, the correct answer would be 'stainless steel.' This material 
does not contribute to chemical hazards through reactions with food, unlike the other metals listed, 
making it an exception in the context of food safety concerns related to chemical reactions with food 
equipment. 

Question: 9 
   
What will create a barrier between the skin and food being prepared? 
 
A. Long sleeves. 
B. Apron. 
C. Towel. 
D. Hand washing. 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
When preparing food, it is crucial to minimize the risk of contamination to ensure the safety and 
cleanliness of the food being handled. One common source of contamination is the skin, which can 
harbor bacteria, viruses, and other pathogens. Therefore, creating a barrier between the skin and the 
food is essential in maintaining hygienic food preparation practices. 
The correct answer to the question of what will create a barrier between the skin and the food being 
prepared is "Long sleeves." Long sleeves are effective because they cover the skin on the arms, which is 
an area that gloves typically do not cover. By covering the arms, long sleeves prevent direct contact 
between the skin and the food, thereby reducing the risk of contaminating the food with pathogens that 
might be present on the skin. 
Other options like aprons, towels, and hand washing, while important in their own right, do not serve 
the same purpose as long sleeves in this context. Aprons are primarily worn over the torso and do not 
cover the arms, thus they do not provide a barrier between the skin on the arms and the food. Towels 
are used for drying or cleaning but are not worn as a barrier. Hand washing is a critical practice for 
removing pathogens from the skin, but it does not provide a continuous barrier during food preparation.  
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In conclusion, long sleeves are specifically useful in covering parts of the skin that are not protected by 
other means such as gloves. This makes them a vital component of personal protective equipment in 
environments where food is prepared, helping to maintain high standards of food safety and hygiene. 

Question: 10 
   
Which food may be treated with a sulfiting agent before it enters the establishment? 
 
A. Apples. 
B. Grapes. 
C. Citrus. 
D. Melon. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The correct answer is Grapes. Sulfiting agents are commonly used in the food industry as preservatives 
to prevent microbial growth and preserve color and freshness. However, the use of sulfites is regulated 
because they can cause adverse reactions in some people, particularly those with asthma. 
While sulfites are generally prohibited from being added to fresh fruits and vegetables that are typically 
consumed raw, there are exceptions. Grapes are one such exception where sulfiting agents may be used 
before they reach the consumer. This practice is particularly common in the preservation of grapes 
intended for wine production, as well as for dried fruits like raisins. 
The use of sulfites on grapes does not increase the risk of contamination. In fact, sulfites help in 
maintaining the quality and longevity of grapes during transportation and storage by inhibiting the 
growth of molds and bacteria. It is important to note that the presence of sulfites must be declared on 
the packaging to inform consumers, especially those who are sensitive to these chemicals. 
In contrast, other fruits like apples, citrus, and melons are not typically treated with sulfites before 
entering the establishment. These fruits are often consumed raw and fresh, and the preservation 
techniques for them do not generally include sulfiting agents. Instead, other methods such as 
refrigeration, controlled atmosphere storage, or wax coatings are used to maintain their freshness. 
Consequently, for these types of fruits, avoiding the use of sulfites helps in preventing any potential 
adverse reactions among sensitive individuals while still providing fresh and safe produce. 
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